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ontana has about 170,000 residents

without health insurance. That hurts

all of us. It shifts costs to those with
insurance, pushes more people to hospxtal
emergency rooms, results in expensive
delays in care and causes Workers to miss
work.

All Montanans 65 and over have coverage
with Medicare. But one
in five of those under 65
have no health coverage.
According to recent re-
search by Steve Sen-
inger, an economist
‘with the University of
Montana, among Mon-

odeae YU for Montana
M Fifty-eight per- eg1slat1ve
cent have coverage Agen a
through an employer.
. M Ten percent have 2007
individual policies.

B Nineteen percent
have Medicaid or Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP).

B Twenty-two percent have no cover-
age at all. .

B Sixteen percent of children (age 18

The Source -

Lack of health insurance a drag on

and younger) have no health insurance.

Why does Montana have one of the
highest uninsured rates among the states?
Why has the percentage of Montana chil-
dren without coverage increased while the
national rate has declined?

Surveys by Seninger shed some light.
Nearly all employers surveyed with 100 or
more workers offered coverage, but only
40 percent of businesses with five or fewer
employees offered insurance. The majority

of those who didn’t cited high cost as the _

reason.

Montana is a small business state.
Figuring out how to hold down health care
and insurance costs for small businesses
and their workers is key to addressing our
uninsurance problem.

The Insure Montana program, champi-
oned by state, Auditor John Morrison and
approved by the 2005.Legislature, now
provides subsidized coverage through an
insurance pool or tax credits to workers for
nearly 1,300 small businesses in Montana.
Altogether, about 7200 workers and family
members are covered in the Insure
Montana programs.

Insure Montana is chipping away at the
access and affordability problem. But it

won't cover all the uninsured. A 1
broader approach is needed. Every
every regulation, every public h
spending decision must be de51gned t

B Avoid unnecessary costs

M Mandate accountability

M Reward quality

M Encourage prevention.




